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STRANGE that the sight of a man being guillotined
should inspire me with a burning desire to inflict
the very thing which I see another suffer ! What
a violent metaphor for a very minute matter! It
is only a review which I have been reading, in
which a pompous, and I imagine clerical, critic
comes down with all his might on a man whom I
gather to be a graceful and mildly speculative writer.
The critic asks ponderously, What right has a man
who seems to be untrained in philosophy and
theology to speculate on philosophical and religious
matters ? He then goes on to quote a passage in
which the writer attacks the current view of the
doctrine of the Atonement, and he adds that a
1 man who is unacquainted with the strides which
theology has made of late years in the direction of
elucidating that doctrine ought not to presume to
discuss it at all. No doubt, if the writer in question
made any claim to be discussing the latest theo-
logical position on the subject of the Atonement, in
a technical way, he would be a mere sciolist; but
he is only claiming to discuss the Current concep-
tion of the Atonement; and, as far as I can judge,
he states it fairly enough. The truth is that the
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